[Clinical classification of chronic pruritus. Interdisciplinary consensus proposal for a diagnostic algorithm].
Chronic pruritus is a frequent symptom in dermatology caused by a variety of dermatologic, neurologic and other systemic diseases. For adequate, economically-appropriate medical care of patients with chronic pruritus, a clinical classification of pruritus which also serves as a diagnostic algorithm is necessary. Currently suggested classifications are etiologic and not helpful in daily clinical routine. The proposed clinical classification is oriented at the clinical appearance of the patients and differentiates between disorders with or without primary or secondary skin lesions.